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“,.. your program will eliminate to a large extent many 


practices which have led to delays in arriving at 


constructive results.” 

















manfacture to heavy, power apperatas, 
General Electric was a1 - conscious of 


the manufacturing economies that could be 
expected, with ge cost savings to 
the buyer. 

RE Lee. ee 
this proposal, however, were quick to point 
out other benefits resulting from further sim- 
plification and standardization of design. The 
writer quoted above, for example, stressed 
the fact that time and effort might be saved if 
one could “write a specification in a single 
line.” Another brought up the possibility of 
greatly shortened delivery time, as heavy 
apparatus took on more of the characteristics 


) fat ts ola acd ics on 
one point: the need for co-operative action by 
buyers and builders -like if the full potenti- 
alities of repetitive manufacture are to be 
realized. Thus, design engineering can be 
concentrated on fundamentals, and manu- 
facturing can proceed with fewer modifi- 
cations from unit to unit. 


May we count on your organization to 
work with us in this direction. Generol Elec- 
ee 
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To Restore Utilities 
in Liberated Areas 


Special committee formed by CPRB to assemble information and 


recommend action for re-establishing electric, gas and water 


service in liberated countries — Krug named chairman 


J. A. Krug, head of the Office of War 
Utilities, has been named chairman and 
American member of a tripartite Pub- 
lic Utilities Committee to assist in the 
rehabilitation of utility services in re- 
conquered and liberated enemy areas. 


Sponsored by CPRB 


The committee, whose other members 
are Sir Henry Self, representing Great 
Britain, and Dr. T. H. Hogg, chairman 
of Ontario’s Hydro-Electric Commis- 
sion, representing Canada, is sponsored 
by the Combined Production and Re- 
sources Board, which has for some time 
been integrating materials and manu- 
facturing for the three nations. 

Principal job of the new committee 
will be to survey what is needed in 
given areas and where it is to be ob- 
tained. Principal emphasis in the non- 
carrier utilities will be placed on water 
and electric utilities, with relatively 
small attention paid to gas and com- 
munications, since the announced pol- 
icy governing United Nations rehabili- 
tation work is.to limit it to minimum 

~vice needs. 

In the absence of detailed discus- 
sion on plans for utility rehabilitation 
of the reconquered areas by represen- 
tatives of the numerous federal agen- 
cies concerned, it is felt that the suc- 
cess of whatever program is attempted 
will depend largely upon the degree of 
co-operation secured from all the fac- 


tors involved. Co-operation of American 
manufacturers in meeting technical 
problems involved will be necessary. 
Relations between the interested civilian 
agencies and the occupying armies will 
be paramount, since the first work done 
in any given territory will be done by 
the military government and the armed 
forces. Also of greatest importance 
will be the relations between the British 
and the United States, as well as be- 
tween the numerous U. S. agencies con- 
cerned, the new committee, the Foreign 
Economic Administration, the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Ad- 
ministration, the State Department, and 


the Army. E 


Americans May Object 


Further, relations with American 
power systems, public and _ private, 
which have been on short rations of 
equipment for some years and which 
may object to going further on short 
rations while the wanted equipment 
goes overseas, will have their effect on 
the program. Certainly, if the Con- 
gress were to get the idea that the 
United States were to continue on a 
wartime basis while TVAs were erected 
on every sizable European river, a dis- 
pute which could cripple the program 
could arise. 

The feeling is that, with careful man- 
agement, there will be ample manufac- 
turing capacity to supply both the re- 


habilitation program and a reasonably 
prompt return to normal operation by 
the American power industry. By no 
means every item which will be used in 
the rehabilitation program will have to 
come from manufacturers. The in- 
sistence on rehabilitation only to the 
point of minimum service, it is believed, 
will prevent too great a drain on U.S 
manufacturing capacity. The American 
rehabilitation program will head up 
through Leo Crowley’s FEA, which is 
far less inclined to distribute a quart 
of milk to every person on earth than 
was its predecessor, Henry Wallace’s 
Board of Economic Warfare. Further, 
Crowley and Krug are friends of some 
standing, with mutual confidence and 
respect enough to solve problems with- 
out resort to jurisdictional fights. 


Minimum Standards Undecided 


The determination of what shall con- 
stitute minimum standards for our part 
will rest finally with FEA, but its deci- 
sion unquestionably will be based on 
advice by the new committee. That ad- 
vice will be based on manufacturing 
capacity, existing stocks of materials, 
domestic needs and the over-all demand 
as reported by the United Nations Re- 
lief and Rehabilitation Administration. 
Krug’s committee will have to serve in 
much the same fashion as WPB’s Re- 
quirements Committee now does in fit- 
ting various supplies to the needs of 
nearly two-score claimant agencies. The 
British are known to have a list of 
minimum service standards already 
drawn up, but it is not known to what 
extent they will jibe with determina- 
tions by this country of what is needed 
and feasible. 

At least some of the material to be 
expended abroad will come from excess 
utility stocks in this country and in 
Britain. There is developing at present 
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a hard core of excess inventory held by 
American utilities which will not be 
moved under the existing program and 
under existing restrictions of U-1 and 
other orders. To the extent that it is 
needed abroad, this hard core will be a 
primary source of rehabilitation ma- 
terial, to be paid for, of course, by 
whatever agency finances the given 
operation. 


“Blitz”? Stocks in Britain 


The British, for their part, are known 
to have built up “blitz” stocks for 
prompt re-establishment of service after 
German air raids. To what extent these 
will figure in the rehabilitation will de- 
pend largely upon the British feelings 
as to the likelihood of further air 
attacks. 

The rehabilitation program, it is 
pointed out, presents an opportunity 
for American producers to get business 
of which they have not heretofore taken 
a major shave. Competition between 
British and U. S. firms for this business 
will almost certainly arise, and the 
resolution of that competition will rest 
in the new committee, which is charged 
with determining the source of the re- 
habilitation material. 

Financing of the program apparently 
will be business-like. It is known that 
where dollar balances are held in this 
country by recipients of the relief, pay- 
ment will be made from such balances. 
Where no such financing is available, 
“easy credit” will have to be made avail- 
able, but it is the intention of FEA at 
least to obtain payment wherever pos- 
sible. even though that payment be 
delayed for some time. 


New Radio Tubes 
Promised Civilians 


WPB extended a helping hand to 
home radio owners last week with the 
promise that at least 4,500,000 radio 
tubes of critical types will be manu- 
factured for civilian consumption dur- 
ing the first quarter of the year, with 
each tube so marked as to prevent its 
diversion for sale on rated orders. 

Tubes will be stamped MR, and no 
tube so marked may be sold on a 
rated order. This will prevent the 
military services or other buyers pos- 
sessing ratings from purchasing tubes 
manufactured for civilians, who are 
not required to get ratings for radio 
and similar repair parts. 

Types of tubes being pushed under 
the program are 12-SA-7, 12-SQ-7, 12- 
SK-7, 50-L-6, 35-Z-5, 35-L-6, 1-H-5, 
1-A-7. 80 and several other critical types 
whose production has been limited by 
military requirements. All these type 
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designations are preceded by the let- 
ters “GTG.” 

Co-operation of radio dealers and 
service men in seeing that first tubes 
go to radio owners whose sets have 
failed for want of tubes is expected. 


Electric Operating 
Revenues Increase 


Electric operating revenues of the 
larger privately owned electric utilities 
in the United States in October, 1943, 
were $252,797,000, as compared to 
$234.344,000 in October, 1942, an in- 
crease of 7.9 percent, according to a 
report issued last week by the Federal 
Power Commission in its monthly series 
entitled “Revenues and Income of Pri- 
vately Owned Class A and Class B 
Electric Utilities in the United States.” 

Revenues from sales to ultimate con- 
sumers were up 7.5 percent to $227,- 
766.000 and electric operating revenue 
deductions (including operating ex- 
penses, depreciation and taxes) were 
$196,222.000. or,17.1 percent over those 
of October, 1942. 

Net electric operating revenues de- 
creased 15.2 percent to $56,575,000, and 
gross income, including other utility 
operating income, decreased 14.2 per- 
cent to $66,412,000. Income deductions 
decreased 7.3 percent to $25,666,000. 
Net income in October, 1943, was $40,- 
746,000, a decrease of 18.1 percent over 
the net for October, 1942. 

Revenues by classes of service in 
October, 1943, compared with the same 
month of 1942 were as follows: Indus- 
trial, an increase of 14.4 percent; resi- 
dential, an increase of 3.8 percent, and 
commercial, a decrease of 1.1 percent. 
Operating expenses in October, 1943, 
were $117,057,000, or 16.2 percent 
greater than those of the same month 
last year. Depreciation charges were 
increased 4.4 percent to $24,989,000 and 
taxes increased 25.2 percent to $53,- 
217,000. 


Utilities Enter 
Power Contract 


Delivery of some $446,000 worth of 
prime power was specified in a contract 
executed last week between the Bonne- 
ville Administration and three north- 
west electric utility companies. 

The companies affected, Washington 
Water Power, Pacific Power & Light 
and Northwestern Electric, will receive 
20,000 kw. of prime power under the 
contract which went into effect De- 
cember 15 and will continue until April 
15, 1945. 





NEWS BRIEFSE 


Capt. Oscar P. Cieaver of the Elec. 
trical Engineering Branch, U. S. Army 
Engineers, has addressed a letter to 
various individuals requesting assistance 
in finding a suitable illuminating engi. 
neer for civilian service with the Army 
at Fort Belvoir, Va. The man the cap-§ 
tain wants must be over 38, able to ex: 
press himself well in writing, an elec. 
trical engineer or physicist and trained 
in illumination. The job pays $3,825 
per annum and the applicant will have 
no trouble finding housing facilities on 
the Fort Belvoir post. 





Tue Crry Water & Licut PLAnt off 
Jonesboro, Ark., will present to its 
customers a refund of $28,000 as 2 
Christmas gift, Manager Rebsamen an- 
nounced this week. This year, however, 
customers will receive back paid bill: 
which can be exchanged at local banks 
for war bonds and stamps. The refund 
will apply to bills due December 16 and 
January 1. 


PortLaAnb, OreE., is to have 525 addi- 
tional street lights after all. Because oi! 
the scarcity of critical materials, WPB 
stopped installation more than a year 
ago, but City Commissioner Dorothy 
McCullough Lee prepared a long briei 
pointing out reasons why the city 
needed more light and Senator McNary 
submitted it to WPB, with the result 
that the application is now approved. 


BirDS, SQUIRRELS AND SNAKES have 
done their share of interrupting power 
service, and now it is beavers. Accord- 
ing to a report to the Alabama Power 
Co., beavers gnawed down a tree which 
fell across a power line, cutting off serv- 
ice to the town of Verbena, Ala. Citizen: 
of Verbena called it a “beaver blackout” 
and didn’t seem to mind the five-hour 
interruption. 


EXPERIMENTS CARRIED OUT on street 
lighting in Vancouver, B. C., have 
proved that a new metal dim-out shield 
can be substituted for the present black 
paint on the top of street lamps, ac- 
cording to L. H. Miller, city electrician. 
Mr. Miller has presented a report 
which is being passed on by the utilities 
committee to the City Council recom: 
mending that dim-out paint now be 
cleaned from all city lamps and that 
the metal shields be installed. Intens- 
ity of the light under the new metal 
shield was reckoned at 24 times that 
given by lights masked by black paint, 
and at least 10 percent above the mark 
for lights with neither paint nor metal 
reflectors. 
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sfippliance Repairmen 
i Regulation Defined 


ovisions under which electrical appliance service and repairmen 


ice ~=meay boost their ceiling prices defined by OPA — Squeeze faced 
gl by service men taken into account by clarification 


































Provision under which electrical ap- 
iance service and repair men may 
bost their ceiling prices to allow for 
ertime pay and to offset other in- 
eased costs have been defined by the 
fice of Price Administration in sup- 
ementary service regulations 21 and 
@® to maximum price regulation 165. 
Reg. 22 for the first time takes into 
count the squeeze faced by many 
rvice men who before the war oper- 
ed their repair functions at cost or 
low in conjunction with appliance 
les. Such charges, heretofore under 
Me general maximum price regulation 
hich froze prices at March, 1942, 
vels, made no allowance for “traffic 
uilder” business at or below cost. 
ie Hourly Rate Basis 

Both new regulations may apply to 
e same repair man if he is paying or 
mworking overtime. 

Under Reg. 22 service men may con- 
nue to charge their highest prices of 
farch, 1942, if they charge on the 
asis of hourly rates, or they may use 
ew methods of computing labor costs. 
he alternate methods are calculated to 
llow a margin over direct labor costs 
hich will be comparable to that gen- 
rally allowable in the automotive and 
arm equipment repair field. _ 
Repair men who employ help may 
ow use one of the foilowing four 
ethods of computing the hourly 
~eeharge: 
) 1. Charge the highest hourly rate 
“Pharged in March, 1942. 

2. Charge for each hour of service 
price which is double the average 
basic hourly rate paid for the given 
d ervice on October 3, 1942. 
1 Charge 60 cents per hour more 
han the average basic hourly rate paid 


»B 
ar 
ny 
ef 
ty 


a OD the given service on October 3, 
tee t2. 

2 4. If the employer employs no more 
4 han eight persons and is exempt from 
efevage control by the War Labor Board, 
* e may add to the hourly rate deter- 
,.zined under Provision 2 or 3 above an 
Jgemount equal to the increase, since 
- Ictober 3, 1942, in the average straight- 
. ime hourly rate. Prices so established 
,ppnay not be changed oftener than every 


30 days. 
1 : 
A service man who has no employees 
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may charge the highest rate he charged 
in March, 1942, for comparable serv- 
ice, or may charge the maximum hourly 
rate charged by his most closely com- 
petitive service man who does employ 
help. 

This regulation affects electric fans, 
lamps, refrigerators, refrigerating equip- 
ment up to 25 hp., air conditioners up 
to 25 tons capacity, sewing machines, 
vacuum cleaners, washing and ironing 
machines, kitchen equipment and ap- 
pliances, radios and phonographs and 
similar articles. 

Reg. 21, which covers only service 
men paying premium charges for over- 
time work or working overtime them- 
selves, provides two methods of off- 
setting such increased costs. 

A shop which pays time and one-half 
for overtime past 40 hours may charge 
one and one-half times its regular 
charge for work done in overtime if the 
customer agrees to it. Also, if it pays 
double time for overtime, it may charge 
double its normal hourly rate with the 
customer’s agreement. 


The second method allows an upward 
adjustment of all hourly charges 
whereby all customers absorb a small 
part of the overtime cost. Thus, where 
overtime is paid for at a rate of time 
and one-half, shops whose normal, 
straight-time hourly rates are under 
$1.75 may add 5 cents to all hourly 
rates; those whose normal hourly rates 
range from $1.75 to $3.49 may add 
10 cents to the normal hourly rate, and 
shops whose normal hourly rates are 
$3.50 or above may add 15 cents per 
hour. 

Where overtime is paid for at double 
time, hourly rate increases on the same 
scale as above may be 10 cents, 20 cents 
and 30 cents. Shops must choose one of 
the two above methods and use it for a 
minimum of a full 48-hour week. They 
may, however. use the second formula 
for the first 48 hours in a given week 
and the first formula for all time in the 
same week after 48 hours. 


NLRB Sets Aside Election 


The National Labor Relations Board 
has set aside a hargaining election won 
by the Independent Workers of New 
Jersey over the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, Local 
1159-B, an A.F. of L. affiliate, at the 
Joshua Hendy Iron Works division, 
Crocker-Wheeler Manufacturing Co., 


East Orange. N. J. 








SERVICE CENTER MANAGERS MEET—The men attending the first conference of 
General Electric's Service Center Managers at Bridgeport, Conn., in early December. 
First day's discussions centered around the parts situation, cataloging, priorities, order 


service routines, stocking methods and appliance repairs. 


Front row, 1. to r., C. M. 


Baker, Boston; C. J. Gelsleichter, Toledo; R. C. Cady, Boston; A. S. Buchan, Cleveland; 

M. F. Donohoe, Atlania, and H. A. Barth, Cincinnati. Back row. 1. to r., L. K. Ennes, 

Phialdelphia; G. E. Escher, Bridgeport; G. H. Reid, Philadelphia; E. T. Taylor, St. Louis; 

J. R. Davis, San Francisco; W. K. White, Los Angeles; R. H. Dines, Albany; P. T. Given, 
New York, and E. A. Andrews, Chicago 
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Santee-Cooper Planning 


Million Dollar Extension 


R. M. Jefferies, new general manager, announces plan to complete 
transmission system of South Carolina Public Service Authority — 


Also halt-miilion for projects and water channel 


Plans for completion of the power 
transmission system of the South Caro- 
lina Public Service Authority (Santee- 
Cooper) at a cost of more than a million 
dollars, in order to carry power from 
Pinopolis to the Piedmont, as soon as 
the necessary materials are released 
from war priorities, were announced 
last week by R. M. Jefferies, newly ap- 
pointed general manager of the $57,- 
000,000 project. 

At the same time further plans for 
expenditure of a half-million dollars in 
ten projects and development of a deep- 
water channel from Charleston to Co- 
lumbia were announced by Mr. Jefferies. 
who revealed that the Federal Works 
Agéncy had been asked by the Santee- 
Cooper board to extend until June 30. 
1944. time for completion of its projects 
on Santee-Cooper holdings. 

Among the first of these items is com- 
pletion of the transmission line to Co- 
lumbia. The poles have been erected 


over this route, but work was held up 
due to inability to obtain wire and other 
materials necessary for completion. The 
remaining work will require about 
$400,000 and will be undertaken as soon 
as the materials are released from 
priorities. 

This, and the other projects, Mr. Jef- 
feries added, will be built with funds 
already available and allotted under the 
original program for the Santee devel- 
opment. They will consist, he said, of 
the completion of the original plans 
when materials are available, but will 
have to be replanned and re-estimated 
as to costs after the war. 

Coincident with the appointment of 
Mr. Jefferies as general manager of 
Santee came an announcement by the 
South Carolina Public Service Author- 
ity that its plan to buy the South Caro- 
lina Electric & Gas Co.’s properties in 
the central part of the state had been 
abandoned. 








NEW CALCULATING BOARD—View showing control desk and new a.c. calculating 

board recently installed by Westinghouse at East Pittsburgh. Simulating a total of 18 

power sources, it can be electrically divided in any desired manner for the simultaneous 

solution of two small problems or can be operated as a single unit for a large-system 

study. Instruments have scales that are read directly in power-system quantities instead 
of requiring the application of multipliers, necessitating interpolation 
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The authority had negotiated for pur- 
chase of the private utility’s plants fo 
about $40,000,000, but the state Supreme 
Court ruled it lacked the right to make 
the deal, and Legislature twice failed t 
enact bills to authorize the purchase. 

Last week a reduction in the rates on 
electricity and gas charged by the Souti 

































































































Carolina Electric & Gas Co., Columbiagam “4 
S. C., was announced at the offices of © 
the state Public Service Commission Bull 
The reduction will bring about a saving Ele 
of $110,000 a year for the customers opm Xeé 
the company in this region of the statep™g Tho 
i Pub 

Can 

Wolfe Named Chief Ber 
Pen 

OWU Control Branchi§ :::. 
Harry C. Wolfe has been namegm !°" 
chief of the inventory control branci '; 
of the Office of War Utilities, replacing; 
Harry I. Miller, who will return tag !- 
his duties as head of the rate deparigm \° 
ment of the Wisconsin Public Sery ph 
ice Corp. Pet 
Wolfe, a consulting electrical and Per 
construction engineer before joining th¢ os 
staff of the old power branch of OPMgg W- 
early in its history, had served a Pet 
deputy chief of the inventory contro! = 
branch and previously in the research Le 
and statistics branch. Miller and Wolfam P@ 
succeeded Charles E. Kohlhepp, orig. Me 
inal chief of the inventory contropm L- 
branch, when he transferred to them P@ 
office of WPB Program Vice-Chairman Ne 
J. A. Krug earlier this year. Re 
Miller will serve as consultant tom We 
the inventory control branch and will a 
©. 


visit the Washington headquarters o! 
OWU periodically. He was an early) Ph 
member of the OPM’s power branchf Un 
staff, having served with the organiza[}, Co 


tion for about two years. 2 
: To 
Wi 


Ohio Power Co. Eh 
Starts New Planif “' 


Ohio Power Co. has authorized. re. Re 


ceived the necessary priority approvalf® Ch 
of WPB and has started construction o{f— Ea 
a new plant on the Ohio River. Plans 
call for one unit as described below, with pr, 
ample provision for further extension: Vi 

Two pulverized coal-fired boilers, eachIR Ne 


designed for 475,000 lb. per hour output w 
at 1,375 psi. and 925 deg. F. at super- Vi 
heater outlet. Boiler of dry bottom type A] 
with damper and attemperator type con- P; 
trol. M 
One 100.000-kw., 1,800-r.p.m., hydro- 
gen-cooled, single-cylinder condensing Ps 
unit, operating at 1,300 psi. and 925 R 
deg. F. steam temperature. 
The plant is being designed and con- \ 
structed by the American Gas & Elec- 








Bi 
tric Service Corp. Pa 
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Utility Men Active in C.E.D. 


Ever since its beginning electric utility executives have taken an active interest in the Committee for Economic 
Development. Among them is one regional thairman and one regional vice-chairman, several state chairmen and 
district chairmen and a large number of community chairmen. In addition, the utilities are participating in 
virtually every community committee. A list of utility men holding chairmanships in the C.E.D. effort follows: 











Region II Title Charles E. Oakes Community Region X 
Col. Wm. Kelly County and Birmingham Electric Co. Chairman Sam Brolund State 
Buffalo Niagara Elec. Corp. Community Birmingham, Ala. Kansas Gas & Electric Co. Chairman 
Electric Bldg., Buffalo, N. Y. Chairman A. W. Higgins Community Wichita, Kan. 
Region Ill Florida Power Corp. Chairman Fred L. Witsell Community 
Thomas N. McCarter, Jr. District St. Petersburg, Fie. _ | Pueblo Gas & Fuel Co. Chairman 
Public Service Co. of N. J. Chairman L. M. Shadgett Community | Pueblo, Colo. 
Camden, N. J. yam "Saga Co. Chairman Fred D. Diehl Community 
Bernard W. Kirsch District rs ean A c ‘ Municipal Light Plant Chairman 
Pennsylvania Electric Co. Vice- Fle Rg ot . eens Chanute, Kan. 
a4 ta orida Public Service Co. Chairman ; : ° 
Erie, Pa. Chairman Deland. Fla H. S. Kilby Community 
Louis Gehring Community J. J; McDonough Ciaataiias wear tang Chairman 
BE soprg nn owen hy Chairman Georgia Power Company Chairman J. F. Port : j ‘ Cuiniaailiy 

yas Co., Bayonne, N. J. Rome, Ga. . F, Porter, Jr. 
H. B. Allen County Region VII oo vod — & Light Chairman 
New ee Power & Light Chairman Tiles 0 Rl County nad ; - ‘ a ° ‘ “ 
Dover, N. J. Public Service Co. of Indiana Community Misso Pp blic Service C Chatewe y 
Peter McCarron County New Castle, Ind. Chairman Necada. Mo ht ate ens Mamma sre 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Chairman Charles Strickland Community Peniprcres Teche 
Pottsville, Pa. Peoples Gas & Electric Co. Chairman Harold Boehner s ie Community 
W. H. Wade County Mason City, Iowa Consumers’ Public Power Co. Chairman 
Pennsylvania Edison Co. Chairman A. L. Crawley County York, Neb. 
Altoona, Pa. Consumers Power Co. Chairman F. J. Sills Community 
Leonard F. Finkler Community Flint, Mich. Albuquerque Gas & Electric Chairman 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Chairman Region VIII Belen, N. M. 
Muncy, Pa. Dr. William McClellan Regional Region X1 
L. B. Round Community Union Electric Co. Chairman Frank M. Wilkes Community 
Pennsylvania Power Co. Chairman St. Louis, Mo. Southwestern Gas & Electric Chairman 
New Castle, Pa. Robert Montgomery Community Shreveport, La. 
Region 1V Louisville Gas & Electric Co. Chairman James R. Jaquet Community 
Washington Reed - District Louteville, Ky. Southwestern Public Serv- Chairman 
Kentucky Utilities Company Chairman H. B. Newman Community ice Co., Clovis, N. M. 
Lexington, Ky. Missouri Utilities Co. Chairman Region XII 
Phillip G. Vondersmith Community | C#Pe Girardeau, Mo. Hance H. Cleland District 
Union Light, Heat & Power Chairman Region 1X : San Diego Gas & Electric Co. Chairman 
Covington, Ky. nis Rork > District San Diego, Calif. 

: N tat b i 

sae Edison Co ; Por sth : Eau Clie, Wis. a eae " es s ae ctric Co Gian 

" Saag Axel H. Herbert Community xe ae wae em 

Wauseon, Ohio Bakersfield, Calif. 

: Minnesota Power & Light Co. Chairman 

Elmer L. Lindseth County Long Prairie, Minn. A. F. Morairty State 

pen sag ee ary 3 Chairman R. J. Knoblock Community Central a8 Light e Chairman 
nating Co., Cleveland, Ohio Nestheta States Power Co. Chairman Power Co., Phoenix, Ariz. 

Region V Montevideo, Minn. W. R. Bowler Community 

Charles E. Ide Community L. E. J. Mabbott Community Pacific Gas & Electric Co. Chairman 

East Tennessee Light & Chairman Northern States Power Co. Chairman Chico, Calif. 

Power Co., Bristol, Va. Faribault, Minn. T. Emmet Ward Caauniee 
Robert J. Throckmorton Community Charles E. Myers Community Pacific Gas & Electric Co. Chairman 
Virginia Electric & Power Chairman Interstate Power Co. Chairman Richmond, Calif. 

Norfolk, Va. fig gs nate — : R. J. Doyle Community 
William E. Wood Community ns uae a 1 Pewer C ey Southern California Edison Chairman 
Virginia Public Service Co. Chairman - ee —— San Bernardino, Calif. 

ete Ue Pine City, Minn. 8 Eorl Fich C : 

- 2 ve . : . Earl Fisher ommunity 

Paul O. Summers County Sides Community | Pacific Gas & Electric Co. . Chairman 

y Interstate Power Co. Chairman 

Monongahela West Penn Chairman Bemidji, Minn. San Francisco, Calif. 

p coral yg 9 Walter Larson County and T. E. Roach County and 
arkersburg, W. Va. Lake Superior District Communit Northwestern Electric Co. Community 

y ; 

Region V1 Power Co., Ashland, Wis. Chairman Portland, Ore. Chairman 

Thomas W. Martin Regional Howard J. Underhill Community Kinsey M. Robinson District 

Alabama Power Co. Vice- Superior Water, Light & Chairman Washington Water Power Chairman 

Birmingham, Ala. Chairman Power Co., Superior, Wis. Spokane, Wash. 
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Little Concern Shown 
Over Appliance Shortage 


OCR survey indicates that American families are more concerned 
over inability to buy food, alarm clocks and elastic — 
Electrical appliances far down on “must” list 


American families are much more 
concerned over their inability to buy 
food, alarm clocks and elastic than they 
are over any shortage of mechanical re- 
frigerators, washing machines or other 
electrical appliances. a survey made for 
the Office of Civilian Requirements has 
disclosed. 

Actually, few mentioned other elec- 
trical appliances than cords for irons, 
washing machines, irons and radio 
tubes, and fewer than 125 of 4,935 per- 
sons from whom complete interviews 
were obtained mentioned electric irons, 
washing machines or refrigerators. 


Needs Can Be Met 


In commenting on the survey. per- 
formed for OCR by the U. S. Census 
Bureau with the co-operation of leading 
“public opinion testers.” OCR Director 
Arthur Whiteside declared that “‘most 
of the needs brought out by this survey 
can and will be met.” 

“The items which civilians urgently 
need are for the most part fairly simple, 
calling neither for elaborate processing 
nor for complicated component parts,” 
Whiteside went on. “In all such cases, 


where materials or factories are avail- 
able, we are taking vigorous steps to 
increase the supply ... It must be 
realized that although the situation in 
some raw materials is easier now, many 
of the materials required for expanded 
civilian production are still very tight. 
In addition, there is little immediate 
prospect that manpower or machine ca- 
pacity can be made available to make 
complicated or elaborate items .. . I 
want to assure people that our programs 
are being pushed as rapidly and as vig- 
orously as possible.” 


Ready Appliance Market 


While immediate expanded produc- 


-tion of electrical appliances could 


hardly be deemed a “must” on the 
basis of the OCR survey, the investiga- 
tion did lend proof to the belief that 
there would be a ready market for elec- 
trical appliances if they were available. 
The report commented that: 

“The questions on successful and un- 
successful attempts to buy clearly dem- 
onstrated that demand is waiting for a 
freer supply of goods.” 

Irons were seventh, washing machines 
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TEDIOUS WASHING JOB—Workmen of the Westchester companies of the Consolidated 

Edison Co. of N. Y., Inc., removing black paint from street lights in one of the com- 

munities served by the companies. Each globe had to be removed, scrubbed with 

a wire brush, dipped in a caustic solution, rinsed, dried and replaced on the fixtures 
with extreme care to avoid breakage 
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ninth, iron cords fourteenth, and radi 
tubes fifteenth on OCR’s compilation 
items mentioned freely by interviewees 
Iron cords were sixth, irons eighth 
washing machines ninth and radio tube 
thirteenth on OCR’s “hardship rating 
list. Iron cords were sixth, radio tube 
ninth, electric irons twelfth and wast 
ing machines fifteenth on the “inabili 
to buy” list. Elastic tape headed tly 
first and third lists and alarm clock 
headed the second. 


Removal of Dimout 
Paint Onerous Job 


Lifting of the dimout last month ha‘ 
a special significance for the Westches 
ter companies of the Consolidated Edi 
son Co. of New York, Inc., although in 
other parts of the system few change: 
took place. In the Westchester distric: 
the new ruling meant the removal o’ 
black paint from street lights in the 
several communities served by the com 
panies. 

In Mount Vernon, New Rochelle 
Yonkers, White Plains, Tarrytown an¢ 
Port Chester globes were collected 
dipped in a caustic solution, removed 
and scrubbed with a wire brush, rinsed, 
dried and replaced on the fixtures with 
extreme care to avoid breakage. Globes 
in the business areas were cleaned first, 
in residential areas later. 

Crews were busy at the same time 
along Long Island Sound, from New 
Rochelle to Port Chester, removing from 
globes the cones which directed the 
light away from the water. When globes 
were removed to release the shields, 
they were also washed before being re- 
placed. The entire job of handling 


more than 4,000 globes and 5,000 cones 


was completed in three days. 
No such problem presented -itself to 
system companies in the metropolitan 


area, where the city of New York hasf 


jurisdiction over the street lamps in the 
five boroughs. Although the dimout 
rules have been lifted, the company 
observes a brownout program. 


Material Priority 
Granted Utility 


Priorities have recently been granted 
by WPB to Wisconsin Electric Power 
Company, Milwaukee, for materials re- 
quired in the construction of a 23-mile, 
single-circuit, 132-kv., wood-pole H- 
frame transmission line from the com- 


pany’s Port Washington station to its & 


Granville substation northwest of Mil- 
waukee, according to a statement by 
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G. W. Van Derzee, vice president and 
general manager, late last week. 

A portion of the line is to be built 
using copper transmission cable which 
the company has in stock. Alurainum 
transmission cable, for which priorities 
have been granted will be used for the 
balance, Van Derzee stated. While the 
application for priorities for this proj- 
ect have been on file with WPB for 
some time, the request has only recently 
been granted, it was stated. Construc- 
tion of the new line will be undertaken 
in 1944, according to Mr. Van Derzee. 


Kansas City Utility 
Distributes Dividends 


As the year drew to a close last month 
there were 1,500 beaming faces at the 
Kansas City Power & Light Co. when 
the management distributed among em- 
ployees more than $153,000 in insurance 
dividends accumulated since 1931. 

It seems that back in 1931 the utility 
entered into a revised agreement with 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
for the purchase of group insurance— 
life, accident and health insurance— 
and a retirement annuity. Under the 
contract the employees pay a portion of 
the premiums and the company pays 
“the balance of the net cost” thereof. 

Since the Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance Co. is a “mutual” company, pol- 
icyholders usually receive certain divi- 
dends. The company has _ received 
dividends only on the total premiums 
paid for the life, health and accident 
insurance each year since the contract 
was purchased. 

It was understood that the company 
was to keep these dividends for use in 
paying its share of the employees’ insur- 
ance premiums and to help defray the 
increased cost of the insurance and the 
costs of handling it. 

Even though this was the understand- 
ing with employees, and the company’s 
interpretation of the insurance contract, 
there was some question—according to 
C. C. Smith, president—as to whether 
the company rightfully was entitled to 
keep all the dividends. Mr. Smith said: 
“We are giving the employees the bene- 
fit of any doubt that might exist in our 
minds. It is my opinion that the divi- 
dends should be divided between the 
employer and the employees in the same 
proportion that the premiums are paid.” 

Accordingly, each employee received 
his share of the dividends in accordance 
with the premiums he paid in since 
1931. Men on leave from the company 
in the armed services and pensioners 
came in for their share of the dividends 
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COMPANY SHARES INSURANCE DIVIDENDS—More than 1,500 employees of Kansas 
City Power & Light received in December unexpected checks for more than $153,000 


in insurance dividends that the management decided to share with employees. 


Antici- 


pating the pleasure of employees, Chester C. Smth, president; Frank Clark, assistant 
secretary and assistant treasurer, and O. M. Hutchinson, paymaster, look over the checks 
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along with those on active duty with 
the company. 

And so, as the year drew to a close, 
faces beamed, pockets bulged and 
thanks poured in on a proud manage- 
ment from a delighted official family 
at Kansas City. 


Utility Property 
Purchase Authorized 


Wisconsin Power & Light Co., Mad- 
ison, has been authorized by the Wis- 
consin Public Service Commission to 
purchase for $11,000 the electric util- 
ity property of the Porter Electric 
Line co-operative, located in the towns 
of Dunkirk, Porter and Union, Wis., 
the state Public Service Commission 
announced recently. 

Porter Electric Line did not serve 
any incorporated cities or villages. 
Electric energy was purchased from 
the city of Stoughton. 

“Wisconsin Power & Light Co. in- 
tends to purchase energy from the 
Stoughton plant at least until the con- 
tract can be legally terminated or un- 
til WPB released material to build 
lines to connect the purchased prop- 
erty to the company’s lines,” Chairman 
R. W. Peterson and Commissioners 
W. F. Whitney and Lynn H. Ashley 
said. 


1944 


Army-Navy Agency 
Compiles Standards 


The Army and Navy, through their 
joint Electronic Standardization Agency, 
will take over compilation of standards 
for 20 common electronic components, 
of which eleven have already been com- 
pleted. The work was begun by WPB’s 
Radio and Radar Division in conjunc- 
tion with the American Standards Asso- 
ciation, which drafted the specifications. 
Remaining specifications for the nine 
incomplete components are expected to 
be turned over to the ANESA by March 
1. When complete the 20-item project 
will cover about 75 percent of the com- 
monly recurring electronic components. 

Components whose specifications have 
been turned over to ANESA include 
ceramic radio insulating materials. stea- 
tite radio insulators, fixed mica dielec- 
tric capacitors, ceramic radio dielectric 
material, external meter resistors. elec- 
trical indicating instruments, shock- 
testing mechanisms for electrical indi- 
cating instruments, dimensions for ex- 
ternal radio-frequency thermocouple 
converters and glass radio insulators. 
Specifications still to be drawn are for 
paper dielectric fixed capacitors, porce- 
lain radio insulators, ceramic capacitors 
fixed. dynamotors, external ammeter 
shunts, wire-wound variable resistors 
(low temperature), tower-type wire- 
wound rheostats and toggle switches, 
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Dissension Grows in | 
Hood River PUD Plan 


The ambitious Hood River, Ore., ru- 
ral PUD plan (Evectrrica, Wortp, No- 
vember 27) to be voted upon January 
7 is said to have encountered its first 
little flare of fireworks on December 2. 
This is the plan whereby the Hood 
River County district, with about 8,000 
population. under the financial guid- 
ance of Broker Guy C. Meyers of New 
York, proposes to issue $175,000 in 
“revenue bonds” to buy out the Pacific 
Power & Light Co., the Portland Gen- 
eral Electric Co. and the Northwestern 
Electric Co. 

Report has it that on that date 
Walter Wells, president of the PUD 
board. refused to produce the contract 
that had been signed with Meyers on 
October 1. This was upon the formal 
demand of three voters in the district 
who walked into Wells’ office. When 
they suggested that they might obtain a 
copy of this paper by court action they 
were told that there would be no time 
before the January 7 election was over. 
The demand of the men was accom- 
panied by a plea to postpone the bond 
election until such time as Hood River 
County voters now in the army could 
mark ballots on the bond issue. 

The Hood River PUD has been dis- 
claimed by Dr. Paul Raver, Bonneville 
administrator, in a statement in which 


' he took exception to a newspaper edi- 


torial linking the Bonneville Adminis- 
tration with the scheme. Dr. Raver is 
quoted: 

“We have nothing to do with the 
Hood River promotion. which is insti- 
gated entirely by outside interests, and 
we are not cencerned with this type of 
endeavor. 

“Tt is the policy of the Bonneville 
Administration to work with PUDs to 
find sound engineering and financial 
programs for solving their problems. 
That policy is without prejudice to 
what any PUD may see fit to do on its 

9 


own. 


71 


Utility Offers 
Post-war Program 


Northern States Power Co., Minne- 
apolis. has recently launched a program 
intended to stimulate community post- 
war planning in cities and towns in its 
service area. The activity, according to 
the statements of officials, is being un- 
dertaken in co-operation with the Com- 
mittee for Economic Development. 

Objectives of the local program were 
explained at a recent meeting of com- 
pany executives and division managers 
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in Minneapolis. They are to foster plan- 
ning within the civic and _ business 
groups of individual communities that 
will result in substantial peacetime em- 
ployment of normal labor forces and 
will contribute to the economic health 
of private businesses in the post-war era. 

Present plans call for surveys of com- 
munity consumer goods markets, peace- 
time labor markets and available post- 
war labor supply. With these data, plans 
will center around industria] develop- 
ment and local business expansion to 
provide work for returning servicemen 
within the ranks of industry, rather than 
in government-financed public works 
programs, it was stated. 


State Grants Co-op 
Time for Response 


Arkansas Department of Public Utili- 
ties has granted the Ark-La Electric Co- 
operative until January 8 to file a re- 
sponse to a complaint filed by four 
business-managed electric companies in 
Arkansas asking that the co-op be 
place. -nder jurisdiction of the depart- 
ment. 

Eugene A. Matthews, lawyer for Ark- 
La, requested the additional time “to 
obtain certain pertinent information” to 
prepare the response, which had been 
due December 18. 

The four Arkansas electric companies, 
Arkansas Power & Light, Southwestern 





MEETINGS 


National Association of Purchasing Agents—Pub- 
lic Utility Buyers Group, mid-winter conference, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill., January 
24-25. M. B. Covell, chairman. Union Electric 
Eaanece of Missouri, St. Louis, Mo. 


American Society for Testing Materials—Spring 
meeting and committee week, Netherland Plaza 
Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio, February 28-March 3. 
Robert J. Painter, Assistant Secretary, 260 S. 
Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Previously Listed 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—A n nua | 
power sales conference, Continental Hotel, 
Kansas City, Mo., January 19-20. |. D. Pette- 
teal director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln 8, 


American Society of Civil Engineers — Annual 
meeting, Engineering Societies Building, New 
York, N. Y., January 19-21. George T. Seabury, 
secretary, 33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Canadian Electrical Association — Annual winter 
conference of committees, Mount Royal Hotel, 
Montreal, Que., January 20-21. B. C, Fairchild, 
managing director, 804 Tramways Bidg., Mont- 
real, Que. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers — Na- 
tional technical meeting, Engineerin wee 
Building, New York, N. January 24.28 H. 
Henline, secretary, 33 West 39th Street, ‘as 
York, N. Y. 


Sales Executives Goaterente — Nethediand Hog 3 
Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio, Februa 

Dexter, secretary- ‘treasurer, BO Worker Street, 
Poughkeepsie, ¥. 
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Gas & Electric, Oklahoma Gas & Elec- 
tric and Arkansas-Missouri Power. 
charged in their complaints that Ark-Le 
is not a co-op because it has only one 
customer, the aluminum plant, that the 
customer is not a member of the co-op. 
and that therefore the Ark-La organiza- 
tion is subject to regulation by the De- 
partment of Public Utilities. 


Power Authority 
Opposes Merger 


On the grounds that inclusion of the 
Niagara Falls Power Co. in the pro- 
posed merger of the Niagara Hudson 
System companies was not “in the pub- [ 
lic interest.” the New York Power Au- 
thority has filed a brief with the Public 
Service Commission opposing the con- 
solidation. 

After a revision of the present organi- 
zation was ordered by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, the merger was 
proposed to bring several utility and 
holding companies of the present system 
into one concern to be known as the 
Niagara Hudson Co., Inc. 

Contending that inclusion of the 
Niagara Falls Power Co. would be 
against “the public welfare and against 
substantial rights and interests of the 
state,” the Power Authority also said it 
opposed the merger because it is con- 
cerned with any proposal “contem- 
plating a drastic reorganization of the 
electric utility systems of New York 
State.” The New York Power Authority 
is authorized to develop power in the 
St. Lawrence River and the Niagara 
Falls Power Co. operates a hydro-elec- 
tric plant at Niagara Falls. 


Lighting Rates Reduced 


Wisconsin Public Service Corp., 
Green Bay, has reduced street lighting 
rates to 98 communities in northeastern 
and north central Wisconsin $23,000 
a yéai effeciive with December 1 bill- 
ings, the Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission reported recently. The 
$23,000 represents a 10 percent cut. 


Deficiency Bill Signed 


President Roosevelt last week signed 
the deficiency appropriations bill, which 
appropriated $135,000 for administra- 
tive expenses of the Southwestern Power 
Administration (EvectricaL Wortp, 
November 20, 1943, page 9). The bill 
also appropriated an emergency fund of 
$100,000 for SPA. 
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Chen the BIG WHISTLE 


you will find that in addition to its excellent war-production records, L-M 
research has made important progress for post-war release. Our manufac- 
turing facilities are ship-shape and ready. { Yes, when the big whistle 
sounds we think you will be greatly pleased with L-M offerings and service. 
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UTILITY WINS ARMY SAFETY FLAG 
—Wisconsin Public Service employees, 
Green Bay, are shown receiving 
Army Industrial Safety Flag awarded 
in recognition of their company’s 
leadership among utilities of the 
state, from January to July, 1943, 
with a low frequency rate of 3.92 
accidents per million man-hours 
worked. Presentation was made by 
Major C. S. Melotte. Provost Mar- 
shal, and Capt. F. M. Wright, hold- 
ing banner, chief of the Industrial 
Safety Branch of District 2 of the 
Army’s Sixth Service Command (Wis- 


consin and upper Michigan) 


FIRE HAZARDS ANALYZED—United 
Illuminating Co. held open house at 
its New Haven, Conn., offices recently 
for 185 industrial superintendents, 


public officials, plant safety men, fire department and utility personnel striving to minimize 
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fire hazards. Vice-President C. A. Williams welcomed the group and Kemp B. Batchelor of the United company demon- 
strated unsafe fusing practices. W. J. Mahan, chief electrical inspector, New Haven, keynoted the meeting, and R. L. M. TRI-STATE 
Russell of the Factory Insurance Association (shown speaking), discussed fire, explosion and accident hazards equipmen! 
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POWER PLANT INSTALLATION—Bonneville Dam, which was completed by United States Army engineers last | 
month, when the tenth and final generator was placed in service, to bring the total rated capacity of the plant 

to 516.400 kw. Together, the Bonneville and Grand Coulee power plants form one of our nation’s greatest 
weapons of war. Columbia river hydro-electric power from these two dams is turning out nearly one-third of | 
America’s aluminum and tremendous quantities of other vital war metals, chemicals and alloys 
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HIGH LINE AT WAR—Built to withstand 
severe northeast storms off the Atlantic, 
this 114-kv., single-circuit tower (a) sup- 
ports one end of a utility transmission 
crossing over a strategic waterway and 
a land span important in supplying energy 
to a military reservation, to regional in- 
dustries and housing facilities. (b) Typical 
angle structure of wood on a cross-country 
section, on which greatly improved light- 
ning protection has been secured by 
ground wire and counterpoise design not 
employed in earlier construction on this 
system 
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EMeEITERING—New England Power System adds 
{Muring and recording energy transmitted over 
M@m™en its territory and areas served by the New 
‘pt system and the Connecticut Valley Power 

Electric and Leeds-Northrup companies par- 

velopment, which provides two-way readings 
b of power and energy interchanged, giving a 
‘Mepicture of interconnected line loadings and 
2 communication has also been expanded on 
“mm in connection with this development ——» 

the Millbury, Mass., dispatching headquarters, 

upper panel section, a Westinghouse frequency 

talled; two-way megawattmeter, Pittsfield line; 
ter, Adams line; Micromax frequency indicator 
Esterline-Angus recording voltmeter. Below, left 
watt recording meter, Connecticut Valley Power 
+ station, Western Massachusetts Electric); a 
t the New York P. & L. tie; and a previously 
cording meter on the Boston Edison tie (Edgar- 
e panels are a Telechron clock and frequency 
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OPERATE YOUR 


SYSTEM MORE 


EFFICIENTLY WITH 


(inniee Yo 
i i i change of power between large inter- 


Interconnection of generating stations 
and power systems has greatly expanded 
the need for, and use of, telemetering. 
With lines loaded to the limit, accurate 
information on power flow Sy) yi 
characteristics is i) i ever 
before. ety) yy) ))))) 


emetering brings together at 


ye sal point significant quantities for 


efficient system operation. These quan- 
tities may be used independently for 
manual system control, or totalized to 
initiate automatic load control equipment. 
Automatic system control is particularly 
advantageous in regulating the net inter- 


connected systems. 
Westinghouse carrier telemetering equip- 
and can be 


ET ILA VDE ae Daas 
Your nearest Westinghouse office can 
offer valuable aid in planning an applica- 
tion to meet your needs. Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


J-97081 
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Output Declines 
for Holiday Week 


The output curve took a nosedive 
uring the holiday week ended De- 
ember 25, according to estimated fig- 
res released by the Edison Electric 
nstitute. The amount of electrical 
nergy distributed by the light and 
ower industry during the week came 
) an estimated total of 4,340,000,000 
w.-hr., as compared to 4,612,994,000 
w.-hr. for the week previous. Figures 
r the holiday week, however, repre- 
nt an increase of an estimated 18.7 
reent over the 3,655,926,000 kw.-hr. 
istributed during the corresponding 
eek in 1942. Figures for the corre- 
ponding week in 1941 also tend to 
ow that such a drop in output is 
asonal. 

Although no official figures were avail- 
ble from the country’s seven major 
eographic regions, it is presumed that 
ll fell sharply to contribute to the 
ver-all decline in output for the week. 
will be necessary to omit individual 
erformances by geographic regions for 
e week in view of the absence of the 
pdividual figures. It is pointed out, 
pwever, that the output reached a 
eek ago (December 18) of 4,612,- 
14.000 kw.-hr. was without doubt the 
igh mark for the year 1943. 













Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 

1943 ~ $942 1941 
c. 25 4,340° Dec.-26 3,655 Dec. 27 3,234 
c. 18 4,612 Dec. 19 3,975 Dec. 20 3,49 
c. Il 4,566 Dec. 12 3,937 Dec. 13 3,475 
c. 4 4,560 Dec. 5 3,883 Dec. 6 3,414 
by. 27 4,403 Nov. 28 3,766 Nov. 29 3,339 
py. 20 4,513 Nov. 21 3,795 Nov. 22 3,247 
pv. 13 4,482 Nov. 14 3,776 Nov. 15 3,348 
py. & 4,414 Nov. 7 3,762 Nov. 8 3,368 
t. 30 4,452 Oct. 31 3,775 Nov. | 3,380 
+. 23 4,415 Oct. 24 3,752 Oct. 25 3,341 
+. 16 4,382 Oct. 17 3,717 Oct. 18 3,313 








Percent Change_ from Previous Year 
Wesk Ending 

Dec. 25 Dec. 18 Dec. II 
w England + 7.0 + 8.! 
d-Atlantic +16.3 +17.4 
ntral industria! +-10.7 +11.7 
st Central + 6.0 4+- 7.8 
thern States +-19.4 +17.0 
cky Mountain +-15.0 +12.4 
ific Coast +-31.0 +30.3 
Total United States. *+18.7 +-16.0 +16.0 


bject to revision. 


Billions of Kw.-Mr. 


or eS Ae 





Jj J 


aE O oN: @ 





oal Production in 
Pre-Christmas Slump 


Bituminous coal production slumped 
a bare 12,175,000 tons during the 
e-Christmas week ended December 
b, Solid Fuels Administrator Harold 
Ickes reported. The previous week 
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bituminous production had exceeded 
13,000,000 tons for the first time since 
March, 1927. 

Anthracite production continued its 
steady decline, and Ickes reported that 
the necessity for increasingly great 
diversion of bituminous stocks to fill 
out anthracite shortages would prob- 


1944 


ably continue throughout the domestic 
heating season. 

Ickes attributed the bituminous pro- 
duction slump to the flu epidemic which 
raged throughout the east and other 
portions of the country recently and 
predicted a return to weekly levels 
nearer 13,000,000 tons. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


J. E. Loiseau New Head 
of Colorado Utility 


From mercantile clerk at 16 to presi- 
dent of Public Service Co. of Colorado 
at 52, is a summary of the business 
career of John E. Loiseau, who recently 
succeeded Guy W. Faller as president 
of Public Service Co. of Colorado 
(EvectricaL Wortp, December 25, 
page 131). Mr. Faller became chair- 


man of the company’s board of direc- 
tors under the new ownership which 
became effective when Cities Service 
Power & Light Co. gave up its owner- 
ship of the Colorado utility under or- 
ders of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

Mr. Loiseau’s elevation to the presi- 
dency marks 20 years of service with 
the utility, first as secretary and later 
as secretary and vice-president. He en- 
tered the utility field in 1915, when he 
took charge of accountancy for the 
Citizens Gas, Electric & Heating Co. 
of Mt. Vernon, Ill. From Mt. Vernon 
he moved on to the Mansfield Electric 
Light & Power Co. at Mansfield, Ohio, 
where he filled his first assignment as 
utility secretary. 

After three years at Mansfield, he be- 
came secretary of the Montgomery 
Light & Water Co. at Montgomery, Alla.. 
holding that position until 1923, when 
he went to Colorado as secretary of the 
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Denver Gas & Electric Light Co., prede- 
cessor of the Public Service Co. of Colo- 
rado. When the late Clare N. Stannard 
was elevated to vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the company, Mr. 
Loiseau became the company’s secre- 
tary and held the position until his re- 
cent appointment as president and gen- 
eral manager. Since his residence in 
Colorado, Mr. Loiseau has been active 
in all movements for the betterment and 
development of the State and the cities 
in which Public Service Co. operates. 


> Husert M. Turner, of New Haven, 
has been elected president of the Insti- 
tute of Radio Engineers for 1944. He 
is associate professor of electrical] engi- 
neering at Yale University and succeeds 
Dr. Lynde P. ‘Wheeler of the Federal 
Communications Commission. During 
the first World War, Professor Turner 
organized technical instruction for the 
U. S. Army Signal Corps at the Univers- 
ity of Minnesota, and later at the Sig- 
nal Corps School for Officer Candidates 
at Yale. Dr. Turner is a member of 
the A.LE.E. 


> James H. Jewett has been appointed 
assistant manager of industry depart- 
ments of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. Mr. Jewell, man- 
ager of the company’s agency and 
specialties department since 1940, will 
continue to head that division. In his 
new position, Mr. Jewell will super- 
vise all activities of the industry depart- 
ments except application data and 
training and general contract, which 
will report direct to F. H. Stohr. 


> Josern H. Bopwe tt, since 1934 di- 
rector of rural service for the Public 
Service Co. of New Hampshire with 
headquarters at Manchester, has been 
appointed head of a newly formed elec- 
trical division of the Merrimack Farm- 
ers’ Exchange, Inc., Concord, N. H. 
He is a graduate of the University of 
Maine, and prior to his utility work 
was active in various phases of agri- 
culture, serving as a County Agent in 
Massachusetts and Maine. While with 


the Public Service company he pro- 
moted the all-electric milk room, semi- 
scalder, waxers, pluckers, and co. 
operated with the electric brooder in. 
dustry in the development of a unit 
for use in home-made hovers, besides 
pioneering in the application of farm 
quick freezers and locker storage 
plants. The new electrical division 
will seek to increase the usefulness of 
all phases of farm and home service. 


Vannevar Bush Awarded 
A.LE.E. Edison Medal 


(See front cover) 


Vannevar Bush, president of the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington and 
Director of the Office of Scientific Re. 
search and Development of OEM, Wash. 
ing. D. C., has been awarded the 1943 
Edison Medal of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers. 

The award goes to Doctor Bush “for 
his contribution to the advancement 
of electrical engineering, particularly 
through the development of new ap 
plications of mathematics to engineer- 
ing problems, and for his eminent serv. 
ice to the nation in guiding the war re- 
search program.” The medal will be 
presented on January 26 in a general 
session of the winter technical meeting 
of the institute, in the Engineering 
Societies Building, New York City. 

The Edison Medal was founded by 
associates and friends of Thomas A. 
Edison and is awarded annually for 
“meritorious achievement in electrical 
science, electrical engineering, or the 
electrical arts,” by a committee of the 
A.LE.E. 

Doctor Bush was born in Everett, 
Mass., on March 11, 1890, and received 
the degrees of bachelor of science and 
master of science in electrical engineer- 
ing from Tufts College in 1913 and 
doctor of engineering from M.I.T. and 
Harvard University in 1916. 

In 1919 the doctor joined the faculty 
of M.LT. as associate professor of elec 
tric power transmission, and was pro 
moted in 1923 to professor of electric 
power transmission. He was appointed 
vice-president and dean of the M.LT. 
school of engineering in 1932 and has 
been president of the Carnegie Institu- 
tion of Washington since 1939. 

He is a fellow of the American Insti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers. the Amer- 
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
the American Physical Society and the 
American Association for the Advance: 
ment of Science, and is a member of 
several other scientific and engineering 
organizations. His previous awards in- 
clude the Levy medal of the Franklin 
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Institute, the Holley medal of the Amer- 
ican Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
and the Lamme Medal of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 


Ludwig of Westinghouse 
Heads Motor Division 


Leon R. Ludwig, formerly head of 
the circuit breaker and protective de- 
vices division of the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co., has been 
made manager of the company’s motor 
division. Holder of more than a score 
of patents, Mr. Ludwig worked with Dr. 
Joseph Slepian, associate director of 
the Westinghouse Research Labora- 
tories, to develop the Ignitron. He 
succeeds R. W. Owens, resigned. 

A graduate of the University of Illi- 
nois, Mr. Ludwig joined the Westing- 
house graduate student course in 1925 
and has been with the company since 
then except for the academic year 





1929-30 when he studied at the Uni- 
versity of Berlin, Germany, as recipient 
of the first Lamme Memorial Scholar- 
ship. In Europe he specialized in the 
study of the conduction of electricity in 
gases, vacuum tubes and mercury arc 
rectifiers. Upon his return, he entered 
the research laboratories at Westing- 
house and worked there five years be-- 
fore entering the switchgear division in 
1935. In 1933, Mr. Ludwig and Dr. 
Slepian were awarded the A.LE.E.’s 
prize for the best paper of the year in 
the field of research and development 
as a result of their Ignitron invention. 


> HaRADEN Pratt, vice-president of the 
Federal Teiephone & Radio Corp., and 
vice-president and chief engineer, 
Mackay Radio & Telegraph Co.. has 
heen awarded the Medal of Honor by 
the Institute of Radio Engineers for dis- 
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tinguished service in the field of radio 
communication. Formal presentation 
of the award will take place at the 
annual meeting of the Institute to be 
held in New York this month. The 
specific achievement for which Mr. 
Pratt has been selected for the 1943 
honor will be made known in a citation 
to accompany the presentation. His 
career in radio extends as far back as 
1910. Mr. Pratt, who is secretary and 
past-president of the Institute of Radio 
Engineers, is that Institute’s delegate to 
Radio Technical Planning Board, the 
organization working on post-war mat- 
ters in connection with scientific de- 
velopments in that field. 


> EF. H. Fritscuer has been named sales 
manager of transmitting tubes and H. J. 
MANDERNACH sales manager of receiv- 
ing tubes in the tube division of the Gen- 
eral Electric Co.’s electronics depart- 
ment. Both men are located in Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. Mr. Fritschel, a graduate of 
Iowa State College. has been connected 
with General Electric since 1926. Mr. 
Mandernach, formerly sales manager of 
the replacement tube section of the G.E. 
electronics department at Bridgeport. 
Conn., entered the company’s employ in 
1936. 


OBITUARY 


> Wittiam M. FLercuer, a member of 
the Virginia Corporation Commission 
since 1928, died on December 19 of 
influenza at his home in Richmond, Va.. 
at the age of 73. Mr. Fletcher was 
born in Sperryville. Va.. and was gradu- 
ated from the University of Virginia. 
He practiced law and served as county 
judge before he was named chairman 
of the State Corporation Commission of 
Virginia in 1932. He was an authority 
on franchises and other corporation 
matters. 


> GarpNer Rocers of Merion. Pa., died 
in Philadelphia on December 18 at the 
age of 63. A native of Newton, Mass., 
and a graduate of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. he became as- 
sociated with Stone & Webster of Bos- 
ton and New York in an engineering 
and executive capacity, and in recent 
years had been an engineer and valua- 
tion expert for the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission in Philadelphia. 


> Roy V. Reppy, retired vice-president 
and formerly general counsel, Southern 
California Edison Co., died on Decem- 
ber 10 in Los Angeles after a protracted 
illness. He was 65 years of age. After 
a distinguished career of more than 24 
years with the Edison company, Mr. 
Reppy retired from active service early 
this year. He joined the company in 
1919 as general counsel and was elected 
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vice-president and general counsel in 
1925. Born in Rushford, Minn., in 
1878, he went to Ventura, Calif., with 
his parents in 1886, and was educated 
in the schools in that city and was 
graduated from Stanford University in 
1902. He was engaged in independent 
law practice when he joined the Edi- 
son company in 1919. 


C. J. Mayer 


Charles J. Mayer, president and 
founder of the Electric Service Supplies 
Co., Philadelphia, died at Ventnor 
City, N. J., on December 19 after a 
long illness. He was 77 years of age. 

Long a resident of Philadelphia, Mr. 
Mayer was a pioneer in the street rail- 
way industry, having founded one of 
the first companies to serve the street 
railways in 1895 under the name of 
Mayer & Englund Co., Philadelphia. 


Prior to that time Mr. Mayer was as- 





sociated with the R. D. Nuttall Co. In 
1906 the Mayer & Englund Co. and 
others were consolidated into the pres- 
ent Service Supplies Co. 

He was a member of the Edison 
Electric Institute, the American Transit 
Association and many other associa- 
tions. 


> Frank J. ReyNnoips, for many years 
engineer of the Hartford (Conn.) Elec- 
tric Light Co., died suddenly on Decem- 
ber 19 at Rockymount, N. C. He re- 
tired from active service in 1942 after 
25 years with the company. Mr. Rey- 
nolds was a native of Claremont, N. H., 
and was graduated from Dartmouth 
College in 1889. He was employed by 
the then Thomson-Houston Electric Co. 
at Lynn, Mass., and later was engaged 
in construction work for the General 
Electric Co., joining the Hartford util- 
ity in 1917. 
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Electrical Producers 
Set Production Record 


In spite of manpower and material shortages, electrical manufacturers 
establish new record for 1943 — Federal Reserve Board shows 
20 percent increase over the preceding year 


Under the impact of war, and in spite 
of manpower and material shortages, 
electrical manufacturers established a 
new production record in 1943 with an 
increase of one-third in the total value 
of electrical and non-electrical goods 
produced- compared with 1942. 

This achievement of the electrical 
manufacturing industry can be more 
fully realized in the perspective of the 
record of total production in all in- 
dustries for which the Federal Reserve 
Board index shows a 20 percent in- 
‘crease in 1943 over the preceding year. 


Noteworthy Performances 


Electrical manufacturers recorded 
noteworthy production performances in 
the following fields: Electric motors 
and generators, industrial controls, in- 
sulating materials of all kinds, carbon 
products, large generating and convert- 
ing apparatus, steam turbines, electrical 
measuring instruments, switchgear, 
welding machines and welding elec- 
trodes, asbestos insulated. power cable, 
magnet wire, telephone apparatus, X-ray 
apparatus, and many component parts 
of other apparatus. 

The high rate of production achieved 
during 1943 may be attributed in large 
measure to (1) solving of the materials 
problem through substitution and re- 
design, (2) concentration on produc- 
tion of only those products most neces- 
sary to the war effort, and (3) success- 
ful handling of the manpower problem. 
It is now evident that the last named 
factor is becoming increasingly impor- 
tant. In view of present trends it may 
be anticipated that the industry's great- 
est problem in the coming year will be 
the availability of properly trained 
workers. 

Close attention has been given to the 
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complex problems of termination of 
war contracts, disposition of war ma- 
teriel and reconversion to peacetime 
production. It is believed that the re- 
conversion problem will not be too seri- 
ous for most branches of the industry in 
view of the fact that, with the exception 
of appliance manufacturing, most of the 
facilities of the industry have continued 
in use for war production. A period of 
three months, on the average, will prob- 
ably be needed for reconversion by ap- 
pliance manufacturers. It is hoped that 
as materials and production facilities 
can be spared from war production the 
change-over may be made in such fash- 
ion that there will be no serious “gap” 
in the industry’s production and, con- 
sequently, no serious drop in employ- 
ment. 


Post-war Predictions 


Although the industry views post- 
war volume optimistically, its ability to 
make the most of future opportunities 
and help maintain a high level of em- 
ployment will depend, especially in the 
case of industrial equipment, upon de- 
cisions still to be reached on the major 
questions of termination of war con- 
tracts and disposition of war materiel, 
together with industrial modernization 
and exports. 

Regional priorities conferences and 
assistance to manufacturers in develop- 
ing their manning tables have proved 
beneficial to the industry. Other note- 
worthy activities have been in the fields 
of liaison work with government agen- 
cies and the compilation of industry 
statistics necessary to the war effort. 

A year ago the industry was looking 
forward to a period in which only war 
production would dominate. Today, 
while the industry is ready to meet any 
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contingencies that may arise, it antici- 
pates a period in which both war pro- 
duction and peace-time production will 
be required. The responsibility of plan- 


-ning for and subsequently carrying out 


this unique future assignment is being 
seriously accepted by all electrical 
manufacturers. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


The following appointments have re- 
cently been announced by manufactur- 
ing companies: 

Joshua Hendy Iron Works, Crocker- 
Wheeler Electric Division, has named R. 
D. Ulrey as manager of the new Los An. 
geles, Calif., office. This new office will 
provide coverage for southern California, 
Arizona and New Mexico. The office is 
located in the Pacific Mutual Building, 
523 West Sixth Street. Mr. Ulrey is well 
known in that area, having been associated 
with U. S. Electrical Motors of that city. 

Bardeo Manufacturing and Sales Co., 
Los Angeles, and the Snow Irrigation Sup- 
ply Division of the Bardeco Co. have an- 
nounced completion of arrangements with 
Frazar & Hansen of San Francisco to 
handle their export business. Frazar & 
Hansen, long established international ex- 
porters, with headquarters at 301 Clay St., 
San Francisco, will represent the complete 
line of Bardco electrical equipment. 
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Westinghouse Shipments 
Reach New High 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co. delivered more equipment for 
the fighting fronts and war industries 
in October than in any other month 
in the company’s history, A. W. Robert- 
son, Westinghouse chairman, recently 
reported. 

New orders received by Westinghouse 
in that month amounted to $110,888,- 
403, or 29 percent more than in Oc- 
tober, 1942. The company’s backlog 
of unfilled orders at the end of October 
this year amounted to $976,101,040, 
compared with $889,528,642 at the 
same date a year ago. 


Employee Suggestions 
Save Man-Hours 


Resourceful employees in war plants 
of the Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co. added 330,000 extra man- 
hours to their war effort in the first six 
months of 1943 by suggesting new and 
better way of getting things done. 

According to Charles R. Riker, co- 
ordinator of the Westinghouse Sugges- 
tion System, men and women in a score 
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of plants and offices handed in 17,235 
war production ideas during the half- 
year period. Suggestion committees in 
ithe different plants approved 5,384 of 
these ideas and put them to work to 
speed the war effort. For these ideas, 
he reported, the suggesters were paid 
a total of $67,600, an increase of $26,- 
127 over the awards paid during the 
previous six months. 


Machinery Orders 
Drop in October 


New orders received by manufactur- 
ers of electrical machinery decreased in 
the month of October, the index com- 
piled by the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce dropping to 463 
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1941 + 1942 


ELECTRICAL MACHINERY INDICES of 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


from 542 in September, comparing with 
413 in October, 1942. 

The index covering electrical machin- 
ery shipments in October rose to 485 in 
October from 469. This compares with 
317 in October, 1942. 

Electrical machinery inventories also 
declined in October. the bureau’s index 
dipping to 367.5 in October from 371.2 
in September. In October, 1942, the in- 
dex stood at 320.6. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Though progress is reported toward peak rate of war production, more attention 
is being given to supplying essential civilian requirements. In the electrical 
field the outlook for utility buying for replacements is more promising. With 
the decline in machine tool building, small motor sales have sagged. 


NEW YORK 


Although merchants believe that more 
Christmas gifts were wrapped up last week 
than ever before in history, they are gen- 
erally agreed that volume failed by a big 
margin from developing into the consumer 
“spending spree” which many retailers had 
expected, according to the Associated Press. 
A post-season checkup revealed, however, 
that low merchandise was not completely 
wiped out and that merchants will have 
some goods with which to start the New 
Year. 

The Federal Reserve Board reported that 
department store sales last week were 4 
percent lower than the corresponding week 
of 1942, Sales in the four weeks ended 
December 18 totaled 3 percent more than 
last year, however. Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., 
said that the biggest Christmas selling came 
in the last two weeks of November. Christ- 
mas business began to taper off early in 
December. 

Civil engineering construction volume in 
continental U. S., according to the Engi- 
neering News-Record, totaled $34,655,000, 
and exceeds the $33,377,000 reported for 
the holiday-shortened 1942 week. This vol- 
ume is 30 percent higher than the preceding 
week. 

Current week’s volume brings the 1943 
construction total to $3,033,664,000, which 
is 663 percent lower than the $9,229,534,000 
for the 52-week period in 1942. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Orders for electrical equipment set all- 
time high records in this district in 1943. 
As a result of the turning from combat 
type to cargo and landing barge vessels in 
building, heavy electrical propulsion equip- 
ment and other requirements in power and 
control apparatus are lessening rapidly: 
supplies for power and light service on all 
classes of vessels are quite active, and weld- 
ing continues to draw heavily on acces- 
sories, replacements and spare parts. The 
outlook for utility buying for overhauling 
and replacement is more promising as it 
becomes apparent that some restrictions 
may be eased on materials in the near 
future. Small motor sales have sagged 
with the decline in machine tool building, 
and electric furnace orders have followed a 
similar trend. 

Electrical cooking appliances, hot plates 
and electric heaters are among electrical 
special lines on which Massachusetts firms 
submitted bids during the past week. A 
group of variable condensers, large amounts 
of miscellaneous supplies and considerable 
lamp cord are other items which also at- 
tracted attention on Navy schedules. A 
heating and ventilating system costing 
$82,800 will be installed at an Army post 
by the Florence Co., Reading, Mass., and 
additional facilities for housing costing 
$68,185 are being rushed by the Groton 
(Conn.) Construction Co., Groton. Central 
Maine Power has contracted to supply 
power in four Army areas and this utility 
reports appliance service billings totaling 
$85,928 for the first ten months of 1943, a 
gain of 37 percent over the same period of 
1942. 
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PACIFIC COAST 


Total value of November building per- 
mits for the seven Western states was the 
highest since February, 1942, and 45 percent 
over October, 1943. Every state showed a 
substantial increase, topped by Washington 
and California with 300 percent and 80 
percent respectively. State and municipal 
construction, which has consisted chiefly of 
post-war planning, will again be resumed, 
with such structures as six buildings, cost- 
ing $1,500,000 for Folsom prison in Cali- 
fornia, and a $500,000 structure for Phoenix 
to house the post-war planners. Immediate 
construction is being urged for Friant-Kern 
canals connecting up the California Central 
Valley Project. 

Los Angeles is expected to approve an 
expenditure for preliminary work on a 
$22,000,000 electric power development in 
Owens River canyon north of Bishop. 

Orders feature equipment for Bonneville 
System, such as $31,950 to Westinghouse 
and $25,396 to General Electric for instru- 
ment transformers for Venita substation, 
and several orders for guy strain insulators, 
averaging $10,000 for Ellenburgh. West- 
inghouse received award for potential trans- 
formers for Pasco. 

Industrial developments include a navy 
plane service center, costing $2,500,000, for 
Lockheed in California; also additions to 
another Lockheed California plant and ad- 
ditional facilities to cost $1,000,000 for 
Mohawk Petroleum in Kern County, Calif. 


CHICAGO 


While war business in Chicago continues 
at high levels, observers in various indus- 
trial fields report that a state of flux exists. 
Production appears now to be at or slightly 
past peak rates. Cutbacks and cancella- 
tions of war contracts are appearing with 
increasing frequency. Surpluses are de- 
veloping in certain raw materials, which 
leads some to expect resumption of civilian 
goods production in localities where local 
manpower conditions are least pressing. 

In Chicago the long-heralded manpower 
shortage has reached the point where it, 
rather than materials, is the bottleneck pre- 
venting the resumption of civilian goods 
production as war requirements for certain 
basic materials become more relaxes. 

In the engineering and electrical con- 
struction fields alone, where contractors 
are reported to be actively looking for 
work, labor forces are being laid off. Such 
labor forces are, however, being absorbed 
into production industries throughout the 
area. 

Reports indicate that stocks of aluminum 
scrap are accumulating. This may mean 
that some aluminum utensils for civilian 
use may appear on the market in the com- 
ing months. It does not necessarily mean, 
however, increased production of goods 
such as power cable, for which highly re- 
fined aluminum is required. Lumber, long 
on the tight list. will probably remain there 
for the duration, along with plywood and 
wall board, it is believed here. Cement has 
long been ample for all present needs, as 
are brick and tile, industry sources reveal. 
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SEC DECISIONS-HEARINGS 





The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, in a series of orders issued last 
week affecting electric utility com- 
panies: 


APPROVED A SERIES of proposed transac- 
tions involving American Light & Traction 
Co. and four of its subsidiaries, including 
Michigan Consolidated Gas Co., upon con- 
summation of which three companies will 
be dissolved and Michigan Consolidated 
refinanced. 


PERMITTED THE OcpEN Corp. to pay from 
surplus a dividend of 25 cents a share on 
its common stock on Dec. 29 to holders of 
record of Dec. 22. The payment will aggre- 
gate $850,925. Earned surplus and capital 
surplus of the company on Noy. 30 were 
$289,755 and $3,257,818 respectively. 


APPROVED THE APPLICATIONS AND DECLA- 
RATIONS of the Twin State Gas & Electric 
Co., Public Service Co. of New Hampshire, 
Central Vermont Public Service Corp. and 
New England Public Service Co. to issue 
and sell certain stocks, bonds and notes. 
Central Vermont will issue and sell 322,950 
shares of common stock. Public Service of 
New Hampshire will issue and sell to 
Mass. Mutual Life Ins. Co. $900,000 aggre- 
gate principal amount of its First Mortgage 
Bonds, Series A, due 1973. The issuance 
and sale of 194,295 shares of common stock 
of Central Vermont to the public was ex- 
empted from the requirements of Rule 
U-50. 

PetitioneD THE United States District 
Court at Wilmington, Del., at the request 
of North Continent Utilities Corp., to en- 
force and carry out a plan of dissolution 
for that company. 


RELEASED JURISDICTION, under Instruc- 
tion 8C of the Uniform System of Accounts 
for Public Utility Holding Companies re- 
served in the commission’s order of De- 
cember 31, 1941, with respect to account- 
ing entries by the United Light & Power 
Co., United Light & Railways Co. and 
Iowa-I}linois Gas & Electric Co. 


APPROVED A SERIES OF TRANSACTIONS ‘pro- 
posed by Michigan Gas & Electric Co. and 
its parent, Middle West Corp., but reserved 
jurisdiction respecting amendments pro- 
posed to the articles of association of 
Michigan Gas & Electric. With the per- 
mission of the commission, Middle West 
will surrender to Michigan Gas for can- 
cellation and retirement 4,785 shares of 
the $100 par value common stock and 1,250 
shares of the no par value common stock 
of Michigan. 


Applications Filed 


\ REGISTRATION STATEMENT of the Pub- 
lic Service Co. of Oklahoma for $1.5 million 
5 percent preferred stock, cumulative, par 
$100 per share, and $6.6 million first mort- 
gage bonds, series A, 34% per cent, due 
1971. No underwriting is involved in the 
proposed issue of stock, which is for ex- 
change purposes. Bonds will be offered for 
sale at competitive bidding and names of 
underwriters, as well as price, will be sup- 
plied by amendment. 


A REGISTRATION STATEMENT of the Cen- 
tral Illinois Electric and Gas Co. for 


20 (20) 


400,000 shares of common stock, par value 
$15 per share. The stock is already issued 
and outstanding and does not represent 
new financing. Consolidated Electric & 
Gas Co. is the beneficial owner of all the 
outstanding common stock of Central Illi- 
nois; Consolidated is, in turn, controlled 
by Central Public Utility Corp. 


A PLAN OF THE Associated General Utili- 
ties Co., Jersey City, N. J., to spend $125,- 
000 to acquire and retire its debt securities. 


A REGISTRATION STATEMENT of the Pub- 
lic Service Corp. of Texas, Fort Worth, 
Tex., on $800,000 of 5 percent twenty-five 
vear first-mortgage bonds. The securities 
are to be offered about January 1, by the 
company and its parent, the Keystone Pipe 
and Supply Co., Butler, Pa., in exchange 
for their outstanding preferred stock on the 
basis of $100 par value in bonds for $100 
preferred stock. The remainder of the 
$805,875 outstanding preferred stock will 
be retired. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SALE of the 
American Gas & Power Co.’s equity stock 
interest in the Lowell Gas Light Co., a 
subsidiary. The price agreed upon is $900,- 
000. The proceeds are to be deposited with 
the trustee for American Gas & Power 
Co.’s debentures to await the approval of 
holders of two-thirds of the issues to use 
the funds for liquidating the company’s 
certificates of indebtedness. 


Hearings Scheduled 


Decemper 21: Adjourned a_ hearing 
scheduled for this date, on proposed trans- 
actions of the Florida Power & Light Co. 
and its parent, the American Power & 
Light Co., a sub-holding company of the 
Electric Bond & Share Co. Among other 
things, Florida proposes to issue and sell 
through competitive bidding $45,000,000 
of first mortgage bonds. $10,000,000 deben- 
tures and $5,000,000 notes. 


December 27: Hearing on the amend- 
ment filed by Illinois Power Co. requesting 
an exemption from the competitive bidding 
requirements of Rule U-50 in order that 
the company may negotiate a sale of the 
proposed issue of $65 million first mortgage 
and collateral trust bonds, series of 1973, 
privately to a group of institutional in- 
vestors. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1943 1942 





*California Electric Power 
and sub pedowheae Wedae 
+Central Maine Power 3,340,795 3,348,064 
tCommonwealth & Southern 
and subs. . -.. eee $2,716,901 10,286,694 
+#Connecticut Light & Power 3,733,977 
+Detroit Edison and subs... 8,547,958 
tHouston Lighting & Power 3,114,704 
*National Power & Light and 
5,817,957 5,079,845 


2,617,002 2,218,180 
+tPublic Service New Hamp- 

BSP 1,339,757 1,440,323 
*Sierra Pacific Power 574,480 545,045 
tTampa Electric ......... 1,184,977 1,134,332 
*Virginia Elec. & Power..... 4,276,743 3,741,223 


*Twelve months ended October 3/. 
tTwelve months ended November 30. 


$1,128,367 $823,741 
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January 5: Hearing on the propeees 
transactions of the Jersey Central Power & 
Light Co. and the Agincourt Land Corp., 
both of Asbury Park, N. J. It is proposed 
that Jersey Central cancel Agincourt’s in- 
debtedness of $302,975 to it and that Agin- 
court be merged into Jersey Central. 


January 5: Hearing on a plan by the 
Cities Service Power & Light Co. for re- 
tirement of all its outstanding debentures 
and preferred stock, totaling $47,000,000. 
The plan would leave the Cities Service 
Co., parent concern of the Cities Service 
Power & Light, as sole owner of the con- 
trolling securities interest in the sub-hold- 
ing company. Cities Service Power & Light 
currently has available $27,000,000 in cash 
for the retirement of the securities and has 
made arrangements to borrow $20,000,000 
from banks to provide the $47,000,000 
necessary to retire the publicly held securi- 
ties. 


PUC Orders 
Monthly Rebate 


Derby (Conn.) Gas & Electric Co. 
has been ordered by the Public Utilities 
Commission to refund $150.000 from its 
1943 excess earnings to customers. Re- 
funds of $60.000 are to be made which 
will be equal to 41 percent of the De- 
cember bills. Rebate of $15,000 will be 
made for each of the next six months. 

The rebate amounts to a reduction of 
10 percent in electric bills for cus- 
tomers in Derby, Shelton and Ansonia. 
The Derby company had already insti- 
tuted a rate survey but it is understood 
that this will be discontinued. 


Underwriters Offer 
Central Vermont Stock 


An offering of 194.295 shares of Cen- 
tral Vermont Public Service Corp. com- 
mon stock at $16 per share is being 
made by an underwriting group headed 
by Coffin & Burr. Inc. 

Upon completion of this financing 
vihich follows a merger whereby the 
corporation has acquired the Vermont 
properties formerly owned by the Twin 
State Gas & Electric Co., there will be 
outstanding 323.000 shares of common 
stock. of which approximately 60 per- 
cent is included in this offering. 


Expect Dividend Suspension 


Payment of dividends on Bangor 
Hydro Electric Co. common stock will 
be suspended as a result of the pend- 
ing plan for restatement of capital, it 
was expected last week. The company 
has been paying 30 cents quarterly on 
the stock and the next payment would 
ordinarily be due on February 1, 1944, 
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1944 Production Job 
Shows Large Increase 


The war production job for 1944 “is 
at least 20 percent bigger than the ex- 
cellent job done this year,” WPB Vice- 
Chairman Charles E. Wilson asserted 
recently. 

While reconversion will play some 
part in the 1944 picture, Wilson told 
WPB executives, “we must get it out of 
people’s heads that the war is finished. 
Our main job is to increase supplies.” 

Wilson indicated that the manpower 
shortage is not so dire as was pictured a 
month ago with the comment that al- 
though there are some bad places in this 
respect, “things are in better shape than 
many are inclined to believe.” 

Production changes dictated by ex- 


S perience on the fighting fronts—both 


design changes and cutbacks, sudden 
and unforeseeable—will present real 
problems next year, Wilson warned. 

WPB division directors were advised 
to disregard rumors of the reconversion 
job which follows the end of hostilities. 
Wilson pointed out that it will take men 
from industry to carry out the reconver- 
sion program just as it took such men 
to get the war program rolling. 


Domestic Meters 
Authorized by WPB 


WPB’s Radio and Radar Division, 
which controls production of watt-hour 
meters. has granted specific authoriza- 
tion for the manufacture of about 169,- 
000 domestic meters during the first 
six months of 1944. 

Distribution ‘of these meters will be 
handled by the Office of War Utilities 
under the rigid restrictions of amended 
order L-15]--(Exvectricat Worip, De- 
cember 4, 1943, page 4). It was em- 
phasized that the authorization does 
not mean any relaxation of the new 
L-151 standards. The meters were 
authorized because of a pressing need 
for such instruments, stocks of which 
are virtually exhausted, and because 
there exists spare capacity to manu- 
facture them and spare materials for 
them. It was further emphasized that 
while material is available and has 
been allocated for the new meters, they 
will be manufactured only so long as 
the program does not interfere with 
war orders. The authorization totals 
about 10 percent of 1941 production of 
these meters. 

Manufacturers will be General Elec- 
tric Co., Westinghouse Electric & Man- 
ufacturing Co., Sangamo Electric Co., 
Dunean Electric Manufacturing Co. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Kansas—Beech Aircraft Corp., Wichita, 
plans expansion in plant for production 
for government, including additional build- 
ings with machinery and electrical equip- 
ment. Cost estimated about $3,000,000, 
with financing by Defense Plant Corp. 
Work is scheduled to proceed at early date. 


Wisconsin—Thilmany Paper Co., Kau- 
kauna, plans extensions and improvements 
in electric power system and facilities at 
mill; also in steam system. Surveys and 
estimates of cost have been authorized. 
Ralph D. Thomas & Associates, 1200 Sec- 
ond Ave., South, Minneapolis, Minn., are 
consulting engineers. 


Texas—Department of Public Works, 
Killeen, plans new pumping station, with 
motor-driven pumping machinery, controls 
and auxiliary equipment in connection with 
extensions and improvements in water and 
sewage svstems. Entire project is estimated 
to cost close to $150,000. It is understood 
that application will be made for a priority 
rating. J. Von Zuben, 1606 Mistletoe 
Dr., Fort Worth, is consulting engineer. 


Ca.irorniAa—Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, D, C., plans expansion in two naval 
hospitals, including group of new build- 
ings, with electric light and power sys- 
tems, and other electrical facilities. Also 
will make extensions in power substation, 
outdoor distribution lines, lighting system, 
etc. Entire project is estimated to cost 
$2,300,000. Earl T. MHeitschmidt and 
Charles O. Matcham, 417 South Hill St., 
Los Angeles, are architects. Complete pro- 
gram to cost about $1,500,000. Claude 
Beelman, Union Bank Bldg., Los Angeles, 
is architect. Both projects will be super- 
vised by Public Works Office, Roosevelt 
Base, Terminal Island, San Pedro, Los 
Angeles. 


Texas — Tin Processing Corp., Texas 
City, will carry out expansion in plant for 
production for government, including addi- 
tional buildings, with machinery and elec- 
trical equipment. Cost estimated about 
$350,000, with financing by Defense Plant 
Corp. Work will begin soon. 


- NeprasKA — Consumers Public Power 
District, Columbus, plans extensions in 
transmission line. State permission has 
been granted and work is scheduled to be 
carried out soon. It is understood that 
project wil! have a priority rating. 


CatirorniA—City Council, Santa Mon- 
ica, plans extensions and improvements in 
street-lighting system as a post-war project, 
including underground and overhead feeder 
lines, ornamental standards and other fa- 
cilities. Cost estimated about $200,000. 


Howard B. Carter is city engineer. 


ALABAMA—Water Department, Montgom- 
ery, will receive bids until January 10 for 
Section III of waterworks expansion proj- 
ect, including power substation and trans- 
mission line to water wells for power sup- 
ply for pumping service. Also, pumping 
station, with motor-driven pumping machin- 
ery, controls and auxiliary electrical equip- 
ment for rated capacity of 10,000,000 gal. 
per day. R. L. Kenan & Associates, Bell 
Bldg., Montgomery, are consulting engi- 
neers. 


Ca.tirorniAa—Rohr Aircraft Corp., Chula 
Vista, plans expansion in plant for produc- 
tion for government, including additional 
buildings, with machinery and electrical 
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equipment. Cost estimated about $735,000, 
with financing by Defense Plant Corp. 
Work is scheduled to begin at early date. 


Ittinois—Water, Light and Power De- 
— Springfield, plans expansion in 
ake Side municipal steam-electric gen- 
erating station as a post-war project, in- 
cluding installation of new turbine-genera- 
tor unit and auxiliary equipment, boiler 
and accessories. Cost estimated close to 


$500,000 


FLor1ipA—Water Department, Fort Myers, 
plans series of four new pumping stations 
in connection with extensions in water sys- 
tem, with five motor-driven pumping units, 
controls, and auxiliary electrical equip- 
ment. Cost reported about $350,000. Rus- 
sell & Axon, 4903 Delmar Blvd., St. Louis, 
Mo., and Jacksonville, are consulting engi- 
neers. 


Texas—Central Power & Light Co., 
Corpus Christi, plans expansion in steam- 
electric generating station as a post-war 
project, with installation of additional 
equipment for increased capacity. Also 
will make extensions in electrical distribu- 
tion system, power substations and other 
operating facilities. Estimates of cost will 
be made soon. 


Itiino1s — National Die-Casting Co., 
Magnesium Division, 600 North Albany 
Ave., Chicago, has plans maturing for new 
two-story plant, about 200 x 375 ft., re- 
ported to cost over $250,000, with machin- 
ery and electrical equipment. Proposed to 
begin work at early date. Project has a 
priority rating. Bernard R. Klekamp, and 
Holsman & Holsman, 140 South Dearborn 
St., Chicago, are associated architects. 


CairorNniA—Department of Water and 
Power, 207 South Broadway, Los Angeles, 
plans new pumping station for extensions 
in water service, to be carried out as a 
post-war project. Installation will include 
motor-driven pumping machinery, controls 
and auxiliary equipment. Cost estimated 
about $125,000. H. A. Van Norman is gen- 
eral manager and chief engineer. 


Vircrnta—Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C., has 
authorized new hangar at Naval Air Sta- 
tion, with mechanical and electrical equip- 
ment. Cost estimated about $1,720,000. 
Work will be placed under way soon. 


Ruope Isitanp — State Department of 
Health, Providence, is considering a hydro- 
electric power station at State Sanatoria, 
Wallum Lake, for power supply for in- 
stitution, including power dam, generating 
plant, hydraulic turbine-generator unit and 
auxiliary equipment. Estimates of cost are 
being made. 


Texas—dAustin Bridge Co., 1813 Clarence 
St., Dallas, plans immediate rebuilding of 
portion of bomb-casing plant, recently 
destroyed by.-fire, with loss reported close 
to $500,000, with machinery and electrical 
equipment. 


Philco Dividend 


Directors of the Philco Corp. have 
voted a dividend of 25 cents a share, 
making the year’s total of $1 a share, 
25 cents more than 1942 disbursements. 
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Switches 


Applicable for hazardous locations and 
adaptable to oil- or water-immersed opera- 
tion, switches have contacts mounted in a 


1500 volts a.c. 
volrs £.Mm.$. 8.C. 
Dept., General 


Schenectady, 


amp. 
at 250 
Electronics 
State St 


volts 


Electric Ce., 6 
Ve 


vacuum. Movement is obtained from the 
mechanism to be controlled. An external 
fulcrum is eliminated by the use of a flex- 
ible diaphragm which transmits movement 
to the contacts and acts as a natural ful- 
crum point for the operating arm. The 
contacts are stated to close without vibra- 
tion, making it possible to mount these 
switches on or near delicate instruments. 


Relays 


68H X!00 and 


"67HXXI00" relays. 
Inc., 132 


Types 
Arch St., Phila- 


Struthers-Dunn, 

delphia, Pa. 

New relays are said to provide instantane- 
ous dynamic braking with split-series field 
motors. Positive “memory” contacts select 
the proper field winding to give reverse 
torque for braking. For aircraft winch op- 
erations, the relays permit the substitution 
of a simple locking dog for the conventional 
large magnetic brake. 


Dryer 


Viora-Veyor: 


connection 


No. 7528 nfra capacity 40 Ib 
per hour: power 220 volts; eight 
250-watt ed lamps: temperature range 
70 to 300 deg. F. Infra-Red Engineers & De- 
signers, 1633 East 40th St.. Cleveland, Ohio 


infra-r 


Designed for preheating or dehydrating 
plastic powder and similar products, the 
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inclosed drying machine includes (1) an 
infra-red heating unit with four switches, 
each operating two lamps, (2) a Syntron 
vibrator, (3) stainless steel belt, (3) two- 
part hopper with adjustable slot, (4) ex- 
haust fan, and (5) 10-lb. capacity handle 
pans. Additional equipment includes a Va- 
riac auto-transformer for temperature con- 
trol and a bench-truck for moving the ma- 
chine. 7 


Wax 


““Hamp'' wax: available in several grades 
with melting points ranging from 155 to 168 
deg. F. and penetration of 35 to 50 at 77 
Wishnick-Tumpeer, Inc., 295 Madison Ave., 
New York, 17, N. Y. 


New group of waxes has been developed 
for an alternate material as well as an ex- 
tender for micro-crystalling wax used in 
cable and wire insulation, coils, condensers 
and transformers. The wax is a hard amor- 
phous petroleum wax, amber in color and 
said to have a high resistance to moisture 
vapor transmission. 


Mastic 


"Industrial So So-Lo Works, inc., Love- 


land, Ohio 


A repair material now being made with 
synthetic rubber and a mastic is said to 
have greater resistance to oil and grease, 
less shrinkage and dries tough overnight 
and more smoothly. One quart covers ap- 
proximately 14 sq.ft. when used for resur- 
facing pulleys and industrial belts. It can be 
applied as an insulator to cover switch han- 
dies, for repairing rubber boots and gloves, 
and to prevent slipping when applied to 
metal and concrete stair treads. 


Printer 


Revolute 8-F'’ continuous copier. Paragon- 
Revolute Corp., Rochester, N. Y 

Streamlined printer is used primarily for 
exposing materials which can be handled 
in a subdued light. The redesigned light 
chamber permits elimination of the aperture 
control, also filters, since fluorescent lamps 
provide the various colors required. 





BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-HIl’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 
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Lightning Arrester 


Lightning arresters housed in transparent 
Tenite plastic are said to be useful on com. 
munications systems. In the presence of 
electrical discharges during thunderstornis, 


Tenite-sealed lightning arrester. L. S. Brach 
Mfg. Corp., Newark, N. J. 


the glow of a small neon tube visible within 
the transparent housing indicates a con. 
nection between aerial and ground. Elec: 
trodes are protected from the effects of 
weather, dirt and insects, it is claimed. 


Fluorescent Fixture 


*4-Star’’ suspension-type, direct-indirect light- 
ing fixture; uses four 40-watt, |10-volt fluores- 
cent lamps. Day-Brite tes, Inc., 5411 
Bulwer Ave., St. Louis, 7, Mo. 


Designed for illuminating offices and simi- 
Jar work areas, rectangular fixture frame 
and louvers are constructed of seasoned 
wood, finished in white enamel. A pressed- 
board top plate is finished in white and is 
slotted to provide an upward component 
of 10 percent for ceiling illumination. Steel 
assembly is finished in baked “Super-white” 
enamel. Fixture is furnished wired and in- 
cludes sockets, starter and ballast. 


Bin Level Indicator 


Operating on the electronic principle, in- 
dicator consists of two parts. The first is a 
detector box or measuring unit for mount- 
ing on the outside of the bin, to which is 
attached a metallic probe that extends into 
the bin and is located at the full level of 
the bin. The second box is the signal con- 
trol which is attached to a series of colored 
lights. Valve cut-offs, audible or remote sig- 
nal devices can be connected through ap- 
propriate relays. 


Dry materials bin level indicator; control 
(left) and detector boxes with covers re- 
moved. Mosher Electronic Controls, 130 
West 42d St., New York, 18 N. Y, 
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War Time is Priceless! 
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ORDER ACCESSORIES 
WHEN YOU ORDER 
CABLES AND AVOID 
WIRING DELAYS 
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REN before the war, the common practice of line may be affected. Today, if never before, follow 
waiting to order cable accessories until the _ this wartime-saving practice: 
a cable for the job had been shipped frequently 


: Order accessories and cable at the same time 
in- caused days of delay. 


; —for delivery together. 
Today, however, it may even take a month or 


more before an accessories order can be approved 2 When ordering unit package jointing material, 
and materials started on their way. include your order for terminals and potheads. 


This holds up the wiring job unnecessarily. In If bur ied cables, remember joint boxes. am 


in- the meantime, workers may be idle—and not just 
an electricians alone, for other workers all along the 
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md Every Anaconda unit package contains instruc- 
tions and all materials required for the particular 
job. When ordering, please specify number of 
unit packages needed, operating voltage, size, 
number and shape of conductors, thickness and 
kind of insulation, thickness of lead sheath of 
cable. 
* ANACONDA WIRE & CABLE COMPANY 
r GENERAL OFFICES: 25 Broadway, New York City Subsidiary of Anaconda Copper Mining Company 
0 CHICAGO OFFICE: 20 North Wacker Drive * Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


. oe 





























SS OT ST a ET ET i a ae 


ARs 


ne Co 
made possible, net 


excessive use Bee ‘copper, 


wil pay yoo kan dea 
donde Spee Fe eee 


“WiLL IT HELP win the war?” is the question asked today 
when new equipment is considered. For Allis-Chalmers 
54% Step Regulators the answer is “Yes!” 

Remember, there are two ways you can boost faltering 
voltages today .. 

First, by rebuilding feeders or installing new ones — 
costly in copper and time. 

Second, by using a regulator instead — saving thousands 
of pounds of copper and precious man hours! 

Get the full story on finer voltage regulation from our 
nearby A-C district office. Write for Bulletin B6O5GA. 
ALLIS-CHALMERS MFG. Co., MILWAUKEE 1, Wis. 4.1650 


LLIS-CHALMERS 
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WHY ENGINEERS PICK ALLIS-CHALMERS 
5% STEP REGULATORS 


1. Closer Regulation — 
5% half-cycling steps 
plus ‘Feather-Touch 
Control’’ permit settings 
within = 54%. 

2. Minimum Mainte- 
nance — No holding or 
braking devices. Oil im- 
mersed moving parts. 


3. Longer Contact Life— 
Not a single contact has 


we worn FOR 


ever been replaced due 
to deterioration under 
normal operation! 


4. Lower Exciting Cur- 
rent — Needs only % 
the exciting kva required 
by older regulators! 


5. Fewer Bolted Connec- 
tions — Unit construc- 
tion eliminates 78 bolt- 
ed connections. 


3% STEP 
REGULATORS 





